
APU1NSIGHTS 
Product of APU Commercial Information Services LLC 

!'• Airport Of The EutLJre 

AS A PAC F C 
leatlimg the wa� 



APU is a knowledge-based consultancy company 
providing research and analysis, data, technical 
and business advice and services, sought by 
business leaders and strategists, to help them 
capture tomorrow’s opportunies, today.
APU deliAPU delivers market research reports covering 
markets, industries, countries, companies and 
technologies. 

BBy connuously updang our desk research, and 
leveraging market research publicaons from 
leading instutes and consultancies worldwide, 
we provide relevant, current and credible 
research, crical to the success of your business.

Our clients use our insights, crical analysis, 
stascs and forecasts to help make strategic 
business decisions and grow their organizaons. 
Our approach combines deep insight into the 
dynamics of industries and markets to help 
clients build more capable organizaons and 
sustain lasng results.

GGlobal Business Intelligence

Trends and forecasts for 18 global industries and 
over 1200 industry subsectors in up to 60 
economies.
OOur subscripon services for data, news, 
analysis and forecasts, help clients understand 
how the world is changing and how that creates 
opportunies to be seized and risks to be 
migated and managed. 



WATCH
DIGITAL FUTURES VIDEO

LEARN 
MORE

DIGITAL FUTURES is an online content publi-
cation platform catering for technology 

business leaders, decision makers and 
users, by sourcing and sharing valua-

ble information and best practices in 
connection to the latest emerging 

technologies trends and market 
developments that leverage 

capabilities and contribute 
towards enhanced 

e n t e r p r i s e - w i d e 
performance.

WATCH VIDEO

https://www.youtube.com/embed/eVGDI-ERRpw
https://www.youtube.com/embed/eVGDI-ERRpw
https://www.apucis.com/enGB/solutions/subscriptions-overview
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AIRPORT OF THE FUTURE: 
ASIA PACIFIC LEADING THE WAY 
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According to the latest edition of IATA’s 20-Year 

Air Passenger Forecast, Asia Pacific will be the 

biggest driver of demand from 2015 to 2035 

with more than half of the new passenger traffic 

coming from the region1. Passenger growth 

forecast shows that China (Figure 1)2 will replace 

the US by around 2024 as the world's largest 

aviation market (defined by traffic to, from and 

within the country) and India will displace the UK 

to reach third place. Furthermore, Indonesia and 

Vietnam are expected to be of the five fastest-

growing markets over the forecast period, 

indicating that four of them will come from Asia 

in terms among additional passengers per year. 
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Fig 1. Passenger growth forecast shows that China  
International Air Transport Association (IATA). (2016). IATA 

Forecasts Passenger Demand to Double Over 20 Years. 

https://www.iata.org/pressroom/pr/Pages/2016-10-18-02.aspx
https://www.iata.org/pressroom/pr/Pages/2016-10-18-02.aspx
https://www.iata.org/pressroom/pr/Pages/2016-10-18-02.aspx
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In addition to increasing air passenger traffic, 

advanced technology forces airport authorities 

to sign up for smart airport technology. Since 

2010, the demand for industrial robots has 

increased significantly as a result of the ongoing 

move towards automation and continued 

technological innovations in industrial robots. 

Airport robotics is a new-age concept that has 

been implemented at several airports to assist 

travelers along the way. The era of robotics aims 

to change the way airports will be designed in 

the future, making it easier and much more 

enjoyable to travel. 
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The market for airport robots is projected to 

register a Compound Annual Growth Rate 

(CAGR) of more than 15 percent over the 

forecast period 2019-2024. Airport robots are 

becoming increasingly visible worldwide and 

the various applications of robots at airports are: 

valet parking robots, airport security, boarding 

pass scanning, passenger guidance and 

baggage handling systems at the airport. 
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In 2013, in China, the much-discussed Belt and 

Road Initiative (BRI) seems to have begun to 

induce higher growth in air traffic to and from 

China in some of the countries linked to the 

initiative. Some estimates list the Belt and Road 

Initiative as one of the largest infrastructural and 

investment projects in history, covering more 

than 68 countries, including 65 percent of the 

world’s population and 30 percent of the global 

GDP as of 2017, with this scale it is likely the 

initiative will stimulate further aviation growth3. 
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The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is a global 

development initiative implemented by the 

Chinese Government, involving infrastructure 

construction and investment in 152 countries. 

The aim of the China Belt and Road Initiative is 

to link Asia, Africa, the Middle East and Europe 

to a broad transport and logistics network, as 

illustrated in Figure 24. 

In 2018, there was a mixed picture for the three 

largest Asian markets due to the upcoming 

Olympics in Japan 2020: Installations in China 

(154,032 units; -1 percent) and the Republic of 

Korea (37,807 units; -5 percent) declined, while 

installations in Japan (55,240 units; + 21 

percent) increased considerably. 

  



 - 8 - 

It is no coincidence that robots are being 

increasingly deployed at Japanese airports. 

Tokyo’s Haneda Airport (Japan) is a bustling 

gateway, representing the fifth fastest-growing 

airport worldwide for the 2018, with 86.9 million 

passengers. It is accelerating preparations for 

the use of robots due to the upcoming 2020 

Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics, where the 

number of tourists is expected to rise. 
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